216                       BAflREYN AND KATAR             [On ^p. XIV

and lavish waste in pensioning off the old love and purchasing
the new; not to mention the scandalous publicity of these
transactions, and a nee nisi ler/itime vitlt nub ere enough to put
Eome and Messalina to the blush. Nor does Mohammed ever,
it would seem, bestow a single thought on the well-being of his
subjects; a very Charles II, alike improvident and impolitic, he
has clone his best by submissions abroad, and exactions, taxes,
duties, fines at home, all directed to supply his own private, or
rather public, debauchery, to ruin his land, and to drive his
subjects to unwilling emigration. Wahhabee influence, power-
less for morality and good, all powerful for bigotry and decay,
and now strongly felt at Bahreyn (thanks to the weakness of
Mohammed), especially in the capital and about the palace, has
concurred with the desolating process ; the " chosen people"
seeing with orthodox indignation the abominations of Shiya'ee
or Indian polytheism and infidelity openly tolerated so near
their sanctified land. A small colony of Jews, men whose
presence in a town may often be regarded as the thermometer
of its well-doing, has thus been harassed, till the unfortunate
Israelites have been recently obliged to quit MenFunah, and
seek elsewhere less theology and more good sense. The Hindoo
Banians have been also more than once brought to the verge of
a similar resolution. Meanwhile the native inhabitants, or
Ba,hfirman, have emigrated, and are daily emigrating, by scores
and hundreds, to the great advantage of the seaports where
they finally settle, and the corresponding" detriment of their
own island. From Basrah to Mascat, either shore of the Persian
Gulf (Barr-Ffiris, where the Wahhabee system prevails, excepted)
is literally peopled by men of Bahreyn, merchants, shopkeepers,
artisans, fishermen, day labourers, and what not; while a colony
of two or three hundred BahFirinah Lave within the last few
years rendered the little island of Ge's, uninhabited before, one
of the most important trading points of these seas. But it is
especially under the tolerant rule of 'Omiln, the wisest, perhaps,
at least in this respect, of the East, that the exiles of Bahreyn
have sought and found shelter and even encouragement.

By the conduct just described, Mohammed-ebn-Khaleefah has
earned from his subjects one degree of hatred, and the Wahha-
bees two. But peaceful and yielding as are the natives of